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Social Studies 

Post-Testing Edition

Why Teach About Fake News
Last year Oxford Dictionary declared ‘post-truth’ the 2016 word of the year.  While life skills are not tested by the state, we as social studies teachers are 
often compelled to develop students into thinkers who are able to place the 
events happening around them into context. In the post-truth world, in which 
we currently live, anyone with an internet connection can produce and 
disseminate information under the guise of journalism; thus, our students need 
the ability to discern real from false and identify hyperbole. 

I tasked my high school aged world history students with bringing a piece of 
reliable journalism and an article that showed gross bias. I was left in a cold 
sweat at the end of the discussion in which students shared their articles 
because all the articles shared were of highly questionable validity and my 
students seemed totally oblivious to the blatant bias present in the articles they 
were sharing as reliably sourced news. It was in at the end of this lesson that I 
realized the need to teach students how to approach all news with a level of 
skepticism and the need to arm them with tools and strategies for determining 
what news is valid and what is totally fallacious. 

As testing comes to an end and you are considering on what to spend your 
class time now that the pressure of testing is allayed, consider taking this time to 
work with students on honing their skills of detecting validity in their 
information sources and training them to stay accurately well-informed in the 
post-truth world in which they live.

Information on Need for News Literacy Education 
• Most Students Cannot Distinguish Fake and Real News - Video from the Wall Street Journal

• Students Have Dismaying Inability to Tell Fake News from Real, Study Finds - NPR Article

• 5 Ways Teachers Are Fighting Fake News - NPR ED Article

Fake News/News Literacy Essential Questions
• Can different perspectives of the same event be true simultaneously?

• Is the truth defined by facts alone?

• Does perception shape the truth?

• Can the truth ever be fully known?

• How can I identify different types of bias and propaganda?

• How do we know what is true if we "weren't there"?

• In what ways does propaganda influence people's opinions and decisions?

• Does propaganda influence your opinions today?

• Whom do we believe and why?

• Is news inevitably biased?

• How does on define news, opinion, advertising, publicity, entertainment, 

propaganda and raw information?

• What is fairness?

• Why is it important that thus subjects of reports be given the chance to tell 

their side of the story?

• How does one know what visual images to trust?

• How does documentation establish credibility?

• Why does context matter?

• How will learning to navigate the wealth of information available on the 

internet help keep students from being deceived?

From On the Media

http://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2016/12/OTM_Consumer_Handbook_FakeNewsEdition_800.png
https://youtu.be/UYc-hd1QSwA
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/11/23/503129818/study-finds-students-have-dismaying-inability-to-tell-fake-news-from-real
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/02/16/514364210/5-ways-teachers-are-fighting-fake-news
http://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2016/12/OTM_Consumer_Handbook_FakeNewsEdition_800.png
https://youtu.be/UYc-hd1QSwA
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/11/23/503129818/study-finds-students-have-dismaying-inability-to-tell-fake-news-from-real
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/02/16/514364210/5-ways-teachers-are-fighting-fake-news


Current Events/Articles 
• Long Before There was ‘Fake News’ There 

Were ‘Fake Photos’ - NPR Article

• How to Spot Visualization Lies: Keep Your 
Eyes Open

• Lies, Propaganda and Fake News: A Challenge 
for Our Age - BBC Article

• Four Tricky Ways That Fake New Can Fool 
You - TED Article

Research Articles 
• Fake News and The Spread of Misinformation 

- 6 Research Articles from Peer Reviewed 
Journals

Videos 
• How to Separate Fact and Fiction Online - TED Talk

• How Fake News Does Real Harm - TED Talk

Lessons 
• How False New Can Spread - TED Ed Lesson

• How to Choose Your News - TED Ed Lesson

• Not all Scientific Studies are Created Equal - TED Ed Lesson

• Evaluating Sources in a ‘Post Truth’ World - Ideas for teaching and 
learning about fake news from the New York Times

• Facing Ferguson: News Literacy in a Digital Age - Unit on the role 
of journalism in a democratic society and being a responsible 
consumer of information. Part of a Unit Series on Democracy and 
Civic Engagement including Minimizing Bias and The Power of 
Images
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From First Draft News

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/info-society/images/how-to-spot-fake-news_440px.jpg
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/02/05/513252650/long-before-there-was-fake-news-there-were-fake-photos
https://flowingdata.com/2017/02/09/how-to-spot-visualization-lies/
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20170301-lies-propaganda-and-fake-news-a-grand-challenge-of-our-age
http://ideas.ted.com/four-tricky-ways-that-fake-news-can-fool-you/
https://journalistsresource.org/studies/society/internet/fake-news-conspiracy-theories-journalism-research?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+journalistsresource+%28Journalist%27s+Resource%29
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/info-society/images/how-to-spot-fake-news_440px.jpg
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/02/05/513252650/long-before-there-was-fake-news-there-were-fake-photos
https://flowingdata.com/2017/02/09/how-to-spot-visualization-lies/
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20170301-lies-propaganda-and-fake-news-a-grand-challenge-of-our-age
http://ideas.ted.com/four-tricky-ways-that-fake-news-can-fool-you/
https://journalistsresource.org/studies/society/internet/fake-news-conspiracy-theories-journalism-research?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+journalistsresource+%28Journalist%27s+Resource%29
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C311SmiVcAAdlsD.jpg
https://www.ted.com/talks/markham_nolan_how_to_separate_fact_and_fiction_online
https://www.ted.com/talks/stephanie_busari_how_fake_news_does_real_harm
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-false-news-can-spread-noah-tavlin
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-to-choose-your-news-damon-brown
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/not-all-scientific-studies-are-created-equal-david-h-schwartz
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/19/learning/lesson-plans/evaluating-sources-in-a-post-truth-world-ideas-for-teaching-and-learning-about-fake-news.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/info-society/images/how-to-spot-fake-news_440px.jpg
https://www.ted.com/talks/markham_nolan_how_to_separate_fact_and_fiction_online
https://www.ted.com/talks/stephanie_busari_how_fake_news_does_real_harm
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-false-news-can-spread-noah-tavlin
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-to-choose-your-news-damon-brown
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/not-all-scientific-studies-are-created-equal-david-h-schwartz
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/19/learning/lesson-plans/evaluating-sources-in-a-post-truth-world-ideas-for-teaching-and-learning-about-fake-news.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C311SmiVcAAdlsD.jpg
https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/topics/info-society/images/how-to-spot-fake-news_440px.jpg

